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State Office of Economic Development to support baseball
stadium project
OCTOBER 5, 2022
West Virginia’s Office of Economic
Development will contribute $13.8
million toward the baseball stadium
project. Gov. Jim Justice came to
the site Sept. 28 especially to make
the announcement and to throw out
a ceremonial first pitch.
Here he is shown presenting the
check to President Smith and
Athletic Director Christian Spears,
surrounded by members of the
baseball team.

Yeager scholarship applications open now
OCTOBER 5, 2022
The 2023 application cycle for the Society of Yeager Scholars has begun.
The Yeager program is a competitive full-ride undergraduate scholarship program that covers all
tuition and fees, room and board, a summer study at Oxford University, an additional travel
experience, a laptop, books and a stipend for supplies. The application period will close Dec. 15,
2022.

Students are selected as a class and experience four rigorous undergraduate seminars, leadership
development and professional enrichment. The scholarship is open to all students who will be
first-time, full-time freshmen in the fall of 2023. All majors are welcome into the program.
The mission of the Society of Yeager Scholars is to seek out and attract a diverse group of
students with outstanding intellectual and leadership potential as demonstrated by their different
interests, creativity, personal drive, civic involvement and commitment.
“The Yeager program is looking for the next group of highly achieving scholars to continue a
great tradition at Marshall University,” said Cara Bailey, interim assistant dean and coordinator
of the Society of Yeager Scholars. “Students who seek to excel in and out of the classroom are
encouraged to apply.”
The program welcomed its first class of Yeager Scholars to Marshall University in 1987. Since
then, there have been 36 classes, producing nearly 300 graduates. To apply to the Society of
Yeager Scholars or learn more about the program, visit www.marshall.edu/yeager or contact
Bailey by e-mail at bailey160@marshall.edu.

Marshall theatre professor joins Behind The Scenes mental
health initiative
OCTOBER 5, 2022
Mike Murphy, a professor of scene design and technology in
the School of Theatre and Dance, has been working on a
national task force to develop a mental health and substance
abuse support mechanism for the Behind The Scenes charity
foundation.
The foundation supports safety and health initiatives in the
nation’s entertainment and technology industry. The task
force in which Murphy has been assisting is the Behind The
Scenes mental health initiative. He serves as a representative
of the Safety and Health Commission of the stagehands’
union (IATSE), in which he is actively involved, as well as being a founding member of Stages
Of Sobriety (SOS), providing peer support to entertainment professionals within the United
States Institute for Theatre Technology (USITT) who are in recovery from drugs and/or alcohol.
Murphy’s work in recovery is even more extensive. He also has chaired “Career Recovery In
Recovery” panels, which provide options available to people trying to rebuild their careers after
suffering the adverse effects of substance abuse. He also is authorized to teach OSHA General
Entertainment Safety, an alliance curriculum developed by USITT and IATSE in collaboration
with OSHA. He is a member of IATSE Local 369 of Huntington.
“The entertainment industry relies on artists and craftspeople from diverse disciples to produce a
product that is greater than the sum of its parts,” Murphy said. “The support and encouragement
of my professional colleagues have made me a beneficiary of that same collaborative effort in
my own recovery.”
The Behind The Scenes mental health initiative also benefits from the help of a staff
psychologist from The Entertainer’s Fund (formerly the Actor’s Fund of Actor’s Equity); a board
member from Entertainment Technician Certification Program (ETCP); the vice president of
ETC Lighting representing the Entertainment Equipment Manufacturer’s Association; and the
director of The Road To Recovery, an organization that provides life coaches and addiction
counselors that travel with music industry road shows. All are certified in mental health first aid.
The group has launched a website that addresses substance use and alcoholism in the
entertainment industry and will be hosting a series of webinars that examine the challenges of
substance use and alcoholism in professional work environments, including an informational
webinar by the Substance Use Task Force. It will include a question-and-answer period and take
place at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 17. Register at https://etclink.it/DhHMfGPY. For more
information, visit Behind the Scenes online at https://wp.behindthescenescharity.org/

German Meet & Eat to take place Friday
OOCTOBER 5, 2022
The October German Meet & Eat is coming up on Friday,
Oct. 7. We are trying out a new format: students and
anyone who’d like extra practice in German meet at 5
p.m., the rest joins in at 6 pm.
We are meeting at Bahnhof Restaurant: 745 7th Ave. in
Huntington, WV.
Interested in German Language and culture? This is a
casual German conversation group open to students and
residents which will typically take place the first Friday of
every month at Bahnhof.
There is no age limit or skill level necessary, and all are welcome. The idea is to meet new
people and have interesting conversations in German. All are welcome, hope you can join us!
Please spread the word to other German speakers or people interested in German language or
culture!

If you are on Facebook, you can find the Marshall University German Program with the link
below and check for updates there as
well: https://www.facebook.com/groups/MUGermanGroup.
This is the link to the Facebook event.

International Faculty Meet and Greet takes place Sept. 28
OCTOBER 5, 2022
International faculty from across the university gathered last week for the International Faculty
Meet and Greet. The group met in the Don Morris Room of the student center to establish an
international faculty network and to meet others that can give them an outlet to lean on. They
also discussed creating an international faculty committee and looked into creating a formal
network of school-to-school partnerships.
Photo gallery: https://muphotos.marshall.edu/Events/Faculty-Staff/92822-InternationalFaculty-Meet-and-Greet/

Faculty/Student Publication: Dr. Christian Harris and Dr.
Sasha Zill
OCTOBER 5, 2022
Dr. Christian Harris (pictured) and Dr. Sasha Zill have published a
major research paper in the prestigious Journal of Neurophysiology,
titled “Sensory signals of unloading in insects are tuned to
distinguish leg slipping from load variations in gait: experimental
and modeling studies.” Harris was a student in the BMS program at
Marshall and received her doctoral (Ph.D.) degree in April 2022 (her
co-advisors were Zill and Dr. Louise Risher). She is currently an
assistant professor in the Department of Biological and Physical
Science at Saint Augustine’s University in Raleigh, North
Carolina. This research is supported by a grant from the NSF for collaborative work at Marshall
and WVU (with Dr. Nicholas Szczecinski, also a co-author on the paper). The paper can be
downloaded from https://journals.physiology.org/doi/abs/10.1152/jn.00285.2022.

Marshall Urology expands care team
OCTOBER 5, 2022
Marshall Health and the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine welcome Justyn
Blankenship, D.O., and Misty Arrington, PA-C, to their team of urology providers.
Blankenship is a graduate of the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine in Lewisburg.
He completed his urology residency at Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital in Madison
Heights, Wisconsin. Blankenship also serves as an assistant professor at the School of Medicine.
Arrington is a certified physician assistant who obtained her doctorate from the University of
Lynchburg in Virginia and her master’s degree from the University of Kentucky.

Both providers are accepting new patients and referrals at Marshall Urology located in the 20th
Street Professional Building, 1115 20th Street, Suite 107, in Huntington. For appointments, call
304-691-1900.

Alumni Association Homecoming 2022 office decorating
contest to take place Oct. 27
OCTOBER 5, 2022
Homecoming is just around the corner, and we want to see your school
spirit! The annual Homecoming Office Decorating Contest is back in
person for the first time since 2019 and will take place during
Homecoming Week with the theme of “Fun in the Sun!,” a play on
Marshall’s debut season in the Sun Belt Conference and our
Homecoming rival, Coastal Carolina University.
The Marshall University Alumni Association wants to see your best
take on this theme during office judging on Thursday, Oct. 27, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. What does “Fun in the Sun!” mean to you? In thinking about the theme, keep in
mind beaches, pools, cookouts and all-around summer fun! Judging will be done in the three
categories of creativity, attractiveness and theme, with prizes going to the best in each category.
An overall winner in the large office and small office categories will be determined by the judges
and will receive the coveted Marco Trophy. Winners will be announced at Picnic on the Plaza
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 28.
Follow https://www.herdalum.com/mu-office-decorating-contest to register your office for all
of the fun or contact Rebecca Stephens by phone at 304-696-3424 or by e-mail
at rebecca.stephens@marshall.edu with any questions.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since Sept. 21, 2022
Students: 0
Faculty: 0
Staff*: 1
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Oct. 12, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 10, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following
link: www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/October-5-2022.
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